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“
Never would I have imagined 
five years ago, when I became 
Executive Director, what 
incredible growth and impact 

Central Wyoming Hospice & Transitions would 
see! 

This feels like an incredibly special time in the 
history of CWHT and that feeling around our 
campus is tangible; our staff and volunteers are 
carrying such passion and energy for hospice 
care. 

As your local, nonprofit Hospice, we’re standing 
on the precipice of something big. Just look at 
what you’ve accomplished in 2022:

• We have 2 full hospice homes!
• We care for over 66 patients each day! (That’s 

more than two rural access hospitals combined)
• We served 92 veterans!
• We gave 30% more hospice care than the past 

year!
• Converse County has its own team!
• Our Grief Care to patients and community has 

doubled in numbers!
All these numbers represent hundreds of 
stories of care, love, and comfort in the lives of 
our neighbors. It’s the veteran without a home 

who stays in the hospice home, it’s the elderly 
gentlemen who gets his last wish to be baptized, 
and it’s the woman who can pass in her own 
home pain-free and without fear.

What I’m prouder of is, what I know is to come:

• We’re hiring a nurse practitioner so that a 
provider can enter every home! 

• We’re adding another grief counselor!
• We’re expanding in Converse County—and into 

Platte County!
• We’re beginning children’s grief groups at the 

Boys and Girls Club and Roosevelt!
2023 is going to be a year of growth and 
renewed commitment to patient and family 
care. If you’re not already a part of this 
movement, I invite you to join us in bringing 
care, dignity, and peace to the lives of our 
neighbors!

We deeply appreciate you all,

Kilty Brown, Executive Director

From the Executive Director



Volunteering 
at Hospice 

Is Good for My Soul

The excellent, holistic hospice care that my 
mother received in the last six months of her 
life has inspired me to volunteer for Central 
Wyoming Hospice and Transitions. I’ve been at 
it for almost 10 years. It’s a privilege to be with 
someone at the end of their life when, there still 
seems to be a lot of life left. I get to hear people 
tell their life stories, express their wishes and 
appreciation, and sometimes express their 
disappointment and anger at how their life has 
turned out. I listen, perhaps ask some questions, 
and try to be a reassuring presence. 

The experience also is a potent reminder that 
my life will end someday. The majority of 
hospice patients I’ve been with have seemed at 
peace and ready to go. It makes me feel grateful 
for the life I’ve led and want to make the most 
of the time I have left. I am reminded that we 
all do our best with what we’ve been given and 
there is an acceptance and peacefulness in that 
which is good for my soul. 

by Kate Sarosy

“Where Art Meets Grief” 
Support Group for Youth
 
Central Wyoming Hospice and Transitions is 
partnering with the Nicolayson Art Museum to 
expand their grief support for youth ages 6-18. 
“Grief care for children and teens is different than 
for adults due to the child’s developmental stages 
in life compared to what adults experienced about 
death,” says CWHT Grief Care Coordinator Todd 
von Gunten. “Kids struggle to express themselves 
verbally regarding death and loss. Central 

Wyoming Hospice and 
Transitions provides 
‘Where Art Meets 
Grief’ to allow kids to 
express themselves 
through art and 
images.”

For more information and to register please 
call Todd at (307) 577-4832 or  
email toddv@centralwyominghospice.org



A Letter of 
Thanks and Gratitude

Unfortunately, by the time Dwight reached Hospice 
he was beyond words or much action. I think it was 
extremely difficult for him to accept having all his 
most private physical needs taken care of by strangers 
(or even his loved ones–he was independent and self-
sufficient all his life) but I believe that he was deeply 
grateful that his loved ones were relieved of those tasks 
and could just be with him and hold his hand.

It was a huge relief to us too, though sad that I couldn’t 
care for him at home as we’d hoped. All of the staff 
were incredibly skilled gracious and attentive to all 
our needs. They instantly became part of our family 
and I often spread the word around town about how 
great the staff and facility are again I can’t remember 
a particular incident but the people stood out each in 
their own ways and I jotted down some names in my 
daybook, probably not all.

Social worker Jessica, Tia, Heaven, Vanessa, Courtney, 
Christa, Nurse Deb, Rae, Kelly, Becca 

Thank you and all these folks, they all took loving care 
of our Dear Dwight.

- Deborah Park

Community Foundation 
Grant Helps Expand Care for 
Converse County 

Our newest Social Worker has joined the care team 
at Central Wyoming Hospice and Transitions, due 
in part to a generous grant from the Wyoming 
Community Foundation. 

Douglas resident Desirae Laird will be serving 
our patients in Converse County, and she says it’s 
important to her to be able to help her friends and 
neighbors. 

 “I am very excited to work 
for an organization whose 
primary focus is patient 
care,” she says, “and to 
serve the community I 
live in.” 

Expanding our team in Converse County allows 
more people to stay home with hospice services, 
and the Wyoming Community Foundation’s $10,000 
grant for hiring and training has helped make that 
possible. 



Joan’s Journey
by Allisa Nathan 

Our experience with hospice as we navigated the 
end of life with my mother-in-law is beautiful, 
tiring, sad, full of relief and many emotions in 
between! 

We were so blessed to have CWHT staff, one and 
all become our guides to travel through the new 
and unfamiliar territory of Joan’s end of life. They 
became a collective help for our family as we 
made decisions and watched the slow decline of 
our family member. 

We were so grateful for the gentle care provided by 
the CNA’s, Nurses, and administrators. They do so 
many thankless tasks, often unseen by anyone and 
yet they choose to go above and beyond. Some of 
these noteworthy acts included making sure that 
facial hair was kept tidied, special aromatherapy 
scented lotions were used in cares, and night staff 
took quiet hours to hold Joan’s hand. And milkshake 
after milkshake was carefully blended with as 
many calories as could be crammed into a single 
cup, all to satisfy the sweet tooth she’d developed.  

They wanted to know our Joanie. They encouraged 
us to share stories of Joan’s life to know her better 
and interact with in her in ways that she’d have 
preferred if she’d been more communicative. 
Birthdays were celebrated, holidays observed, 
and conversations shared. We learned of talents 
as personal violin concerts were generously 
performed. Night or day we witnessed 
extraordinary care and found community, 
friendship, compassion, and understanding. 

The kindness was not just for patients, I knew that 
the mission of hospice was genuinely tailored to 
care for people and families as they faced the 
uncertainties of the end-of-life journey. 

Week after week, month after month we were 
comforted by these many kindnesses. But for me 
the culmination came in Joan’s final hours. At 
the sweet suggestion of one of the staff Joan was 
wheeled out in her bed to enjoy the warm July heat 
on the patio next to a trickling fountain. For hours 
we enjoyed that peaceful setting. As our family 
members sat and visited, we had staff member 
after staff member come to say their goodbyes. 
Joan was hugged and kissed and cried over with 
all the tenderness that two years of care had 
generated in this loving crew. She was honored in 
such a personal way. Even employees who were 
not working that day stopped in to bid her farewell. 
We were able to visit with and express thanks to 
each person. And because we were outdoors, for 
the first time we saw their faces without masks. It 
was an unforgettable experience. To me it seemed 
that she was royal- queen for just one day. 



In life Joan had been a social worker, a kind 
Christian and a selfless human being to family, 
friends, and strangers alike. That day on the 
patio I could clearly see that all those seeds of 
kindness she’d carefully and intentionally sown 
in her 90 years were returned to her in the final 
years. She truly reaped what she’d sown. It was a 
tribute fitting of royalty. 

From stories of rescues at sea and letters from 
Admirals to the glowing eyes of family as their 
loved one is honored for their service, our “We 
Honor Veterans” Program celebrates and supports 
those who have given so much of themselves. 

We are committed to providing Veteran-centric 
care through our Veteran-to-Veteran volunteer 
program, recognition ceremonies, help navigating 
VA benefits, and more. 

These fellow Americans have made profound 
sacrifices in defense of freedom, and they deserve 
our heartfelt thanks and appreciation. Honoring 

our nation’s Veterans includes supporting them 
throughout their entire lives, especially at the end. 

Honoring Veterans isn’t just a once-a-year activity 
for us. We serve the Veterans in our care and in 
our community every day, and we are privileged 
to be part of their stories.

If you’re a Veteran and are interested in joining 
this unique and rewarding program, we would 
love to hear from you. Please call us at (307) 577-
4832.

We Honor Veterans:  
Recognition, Care, and Grateful Thanks 

Visit our new Veteran Virtual Honor Wall at 
centralwyominghospice.org/wall-of-honor/ 



Did you know that Central Wyoming 
Hospice is the only not-for-profit hospice 
in Natrona and Converse Counties? 
While “not-for-profit” and “for-profit” are simply 
tax designations, these designations make a world 
of difference in the care we provide. Rather than 
answering to shareholders, we answer to you, our 
supporters. 

What does this really mean for patients 
and families of CWHT? 
It means that programs that are not traditionally 
funded by Medicare or most insurance are still 
available to patients. These programs include grief 
support, Transitions, and “We Honor Veterans”. 
It means that in 2022, we provided more than 
$340,000 in charity care because patients are never 
turned away due to an inability to pay for services. 
It also means that we measure every decision by 
asking, “is this the right thing for the patient?” and 
not, “is this the right thing for the shareholder?” 
Most importantly, it means that our mission of 
companioning the end-of-life journey with skill 
and compassion is our only goal.

As a not-for-profit, we are able to reinvest all proceeds 
into the hospice program to further enhance care to 
patients and their families. This means all financial 
decisions are made and measured by the need to 
deliver the highest quality and most extensive 
patient and family care possible.

It also means that we rely on donors and sponsors to 
support all of the programs previously mentioned. 
They are a key part of providing the best end-of-life 
care possible. They help us to stand strong — ready 
to keep “Our Caring Promise” and be here when 
you need us, offering our hands and hearts while 
letting our patients and their families lead the way.

As your local, not-for-profit hospice, we 

truly appreciate your support. If you 

would like to make a gift, please visit 

centralwyominghospice.org.

Being a Nonprofit Hospice:
What it Means for All of Us

Art From the Heart 

Our Karen learned to paint via Bob Ross 
tutorials, and really wanted to be able 
to create her art from her room in the 
Kloefkorn Hospice Home. Calls were made, 
and the generous folks at Goedickes Custom 
Framing and Art Supply stepped forward to 
make that wish come true and create this 
smile. Thank you, from all of us. 

Karen with her new paint supplies



Larry Kloster, President 
Retired Financial Advisor

Scott Sissman, Vice President 
Retired Energy Business Owner

Ryan Klinger, Secretary/Treasurer 
VP Commercial Lender, Jonah Bank of Wyoming

Stuart Atnip, Member At Large 
President, American Title Company

Thomas Shanor, Member At Large 
Attorney, Shanor Law Offices P.C. 

Joan Means, Member At Large 
Retired, Banker

John Griffith, Member At Large 
Business Owner, Tandem Design + Build

Tom Noonan, Member At Large 
Retired, CPL Business Owner

Deanna Pickering, Member At Large 
Financial Advisor, PMCH Wealth Advisors

Rhonda Franzen, Member At Large 
Human Resources, Casper College

Sarah Reed, Member At Large 
Branch Manager, First Interstate Bank

Jerod Levin, Member At Large 
Battalion Chief, Casper Fire-EMS

Joe Schoeber, M.D.

Kilty Brown, MPA, R.N.

Board of Directors

Medical Director

Executive Director

Current & Upcoming Events

Community Candlelight Remembrances
May 23rd, September 18th
Kloefkorn Hospice Home, 7:00pm

New Volunteer Training
March 11th 
May 5th 
August 13th
Douglas/Converse County Volunteer Training TBD 
For more information contact Melissa at melissah@
centralwyominghospice.org 

Kids Grief Camp
June, 2023 Watch for details 

Control Your Life’s Journey
OLLI Class at Casper College
Summer, 2023

Governor’s Invitational Golf Classic  
July 28th

“Til Death Due You Part” Book Club 
 w/ Natrona County Library

“Smoke Gets In Your Eyes: And Other Lessons 
from the Crematory” by Caitlin Doughty 
Monday, April 24th
“Tuesdays With Morrie” by Mitch Albom 
Monday, July 24th
“Someone You Love is Gone” by Gurjinder 
Basran Monday, October 23rd

 
Book Club meets quarterly at 6:00pm at the Central 
Wyoming Hospice Administration Building, 
319 S. Wilson

Special Request: 
• Magic Bullet blender

• Baby Monitors for outpatient 
use

• Shaved ice machine for the 
Chapman Home 

Patient Care: 
• Hairbrushes

• Blow dryers and curling irons 
for Hospice Homes 

• Small/med foam rollers

• Deodorant (full and personal 
size) 

• Nighttime eye ointment 
(Systane or similar)

• Women’s nightgowns, small 
to 2XL

• Men’s plain long sleeve 
sweaters

• Essential Oils (Breathe, 
lavender, spearmint)

• Hand-held magnifying glasses

• Doterra Deep Blue lotion

• Ensure/Boost (chocolate)

• Hair detangling spray

• Unscented body lotions

Office Supplies: 
• Two-pocket paper folders with 

prongs

• Packing tape

• Scissors

• 9 x 12 Manila envelopes

• White letter-sized envelopes, 
no window, gummed

Kitchen Supplies: 
• Cake and muffin pans

• Non-stick frying pans 

• Fiesta dish sets (any color)

• Dish soap

• Disposable cups, plates, bowls

• Food storage containers

• Food storage containers

General Supplies: 
• Bird seed

• Paper towels, Kleenex, toilet 
paper

• Trash bags (all sizes)

• Clorox wipes

• Bottled water

Wish List

When generous people bring us 
items from our Wish List, we can 
save that money for patient care. 
We appreciate your support! 



319 S. Wilson 
Casper, WY 82601

Central Wyoming Hospice & Transitions 
serves more than 500 patients and clients 

every year. Your donation ensures that every 
one of them, along with their families and 
loved ones, are surrounded with comfort, 

dignity, and compassion.

We can continue  
compassionate care

your help

Learn More & Donate
307-577-4832

CentralWyomingHospice.org 

  


